A method was developed for aseptically culturing clover cyst nematode (CCN) (Heterodera trifolii) on white clover as a first step towards providing an experimental system to study the potential biocontrol activity of fungal parasites of nematodes. Second stage juveniles (J2) of CCN were surface-sterilised by immersion in 0.5% Hibitane (Chlorhexidine 0.1% a.i.) for 15 min, rinsed twice in sterile, distilled water, then transferred onto modified Hoagland & Knop's agar medium containing white clover seedlings. The Hibitane treatment controlled microbial contaminants of the J2. Female CCN developed on the white clover roots 2-3 weeks after inoculation with J2.
